
S YNTACTIC EVIDENCE IN FAVOR OF DEG REES OF  INCO RP O RATION IN
[ N+EG IN]  CONS TRUCTIO NS 

ABS TRACT 

F requent  constr ucts of  the type [ N + E GI N]  pl ay an i mport ant  r ol e in the gramm ar of  Basque as
product i ve verbal  complex for ms.  In thi s paper  we present a num ber of [Noun + EGIN]
const ructs of  Basque that  der ive from  transi ti ve pr edicates.  An Incorpor ati on hypothesi s is
proposed to account  for these verbs.  Wi thin this hypothesi s we consi der degrees of 
I ncor por at ion.
Bot h tr ansit i ve ver bs and locut i ons of this type have the sam e st ructural  representat ion.  The
cruci al  di ff erence bet ween them  is that  the tr ansit ive ver bs pr oj ect  a non- bound D.O.  NP at  the
overt -synt ax,  whereas the NP of  the locut ions is bound.  Evidence for  transi ti vi t y and
i ncor por at ion at the var i ous level s is pr esent ed,  by means of  tests such as insert ion and word
order  change,  t opicali zat ion,  part it i ve m ar king  and ver bal focal izati on. 

L ocut ion is a com pound verbal  constr uct ion for med by a non-determ ined indef init e com m on
noun and a dumm y ver b (m eteor ol ogi cal  locut i ons are except ional  in their  determ i ned nat ur e) . 
I t is not by chance that  the noun is undeter mi ned. The fact that the det erm iner  posi t ion is em pt y,
as far as the syntacti c project i on is concer ned,  functi ons as a just if icati on for incor porat ion, 
t here is no bar ri er  bl ocking movem ent  and the noun may rai se to the posi t ion where N+V
i ncor por at ion takes pl ace. As suggest ed by Richar d Kayne (per sonal com municat ion) the lack
of the det er m iner  f uncti ons as a f or m al  r eason f or lexi cal  i ncorpor ati on. 
T he fact  that  we have a dum my verb is also a reason for  incor porati on in term s of sem anti c
f eatures. The dum my verb needs to recei ve a meani ng from  the incorporati ng noun,  and the
noun funct ions as i t s sem anti c base. 

T he var i ous syntact i c behaviors shown by the [V N+E GI N]  st ructures are expl ai ned as
displ ayi ng more or less advanced stages of Incor por at ion. Appli cati on of  di ff er ent  interact i ng
l evel s at whi ch incorpor ati on takes place leads us to gr oup a num ber  of incor por at ed
const ructi ons of Basque int o two mai n classes:  TypeI or  alde egi n ’t o escape’ type, Type IIa or
negar egin ’t o cr y’ type and TypeI I b or  meteor ologi cal  locuti ons such as  elurr-a egin ’t o snow’
whi ch ar e al so incl uded wit hi n TypeI I .
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