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ABSTRACT: The classroom environment is one of many conditions that effects students’ ability 
to learn. In order for the student to use his or her full capacity the environment must be a 
‘democratic classroom’, where all students can feel safe, included and acknowledged. Thus a 
democratic classroom demands that the teacher caters for geographical, disciplinary and gender 
differences and marginalization (Davis 2008; Rowe, Fitness & Wood 2015; Schunk & 
Zimmerman 2008), as well as for differences in learning styles and in types of knowledge (Kolb 
1984; Kugel 1993).  

In my scholarship of teaching and learning I practice peer teaching as a strategy to facilitate a 
democratic classroom and to improve students learning. Evidence suggest that peer teaching 
benefits both the tutor and the tutee in improved understanding and performance in the subject 
area, improved confidence, improved study skills as well as improved friendships (Beasley 1997; 
Goodlad & Hirst 1990; McKeachie 1986; Topping 1996). Moreover, I aim at practicing an 
intersectional perspective on teaching and learning, which is part of feminist theory and anti-
oppressive pedagogy (Davis 2008; Freire 1998), as a way to actively promote change towards a 
democratic classroom. 

In this presentation I draw on experiences from being course coordinator and teacher in two 
international master courses at Lund University where peer teaching is practiced throughout the 
courses. I will exemplify, and theorise challenges and possibilities that peer teaching offers for 
achieving a democratic classroom, such as motivating students to accept anti-oppressive 
pedagogy, to rely on peers, and to constructively encounter others’ values. 
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