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North Germanic tone accent has been typologized on the basis of phonetic notions like 
‘number of peaks in accent 2’ (Gårding & Lindblad 1973, Bruce & Gårding 1978), and ‘value 
of first tone in accent 1’ (Fintoft et al. 1978). The description of tone accent has also often 
been based on functional notions. Accent 2 is sometimes described as the (morphologically) 
‘connective’ (Elert 1981), ‘polysyllabic’ or ‘disyllabic’ accent (Molde & Wessén 1968). 
There is also the notion of a ‘compound rule’. Among potentially phonological notions, there 
is the idea of focus being expressed by ‘enhancement’ or by a ‘separate tonal gesture’ (Bruce 
2005). 
 
I argue that the typology of NGmc accent should be strictly based on phonological, i.e. 
structural properties, namely the following: 

• Tonal value of the lexical tone (i.e. accent 2): H or L 
• Number of association points: two or one 
• Shape of transitions: spreading or interpolation 

This leads to wider generalizations, and a both tighter and more inclusive typology.  
 
Regarding the expression of focus, I propose to derive the notion of a ‘separate tonal gesture’ 
from a deeper generalization, namely that all dialects require a H tone for the expression of 
focus, and that the lexical tone in accent 2 can not serve that function. This follows in part 
from the privative nature of the tone accent distinction. 
 
Finally, I argue, based on Riad (forthc.) and Myrberg & Riad (in prep.) that there is no 
dedicated ‘focus accent’ in the functional sense, but rather a phonological distinction between 
‘big’ and ‘small’ accents (in some dialects), which may be employed for the expression of 
information structural focus, but also for other functions. 
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